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Dr. Paulian is to be congratulated for his preparation of this book. 

The English speaking world would do well to have as a ie a text for the 
begining student of Coleopterology. 
= RH A. 


LETTER FROM SPAIN ` 


I recently received a lettér from M. Francisco Espanol (Museo de 
Ciencias Naturales, Apartado de Correos 593, Barcelona, Spain), who is in- 
terested in entering into scientific relations with American Coleopterists. 
He specializes in Tenebrionidae ana at present woos American specimens 
of Crypticus. 

- M, H. Hatch 


COLLECTION AND PREPARATION OF BEETLES 


I always hesitate to tell any one "how" to mount beetles but I will 
Just tell how I do it and if determiners! approval is any critirion, it 
seems to be successful. 


First I a directly into cyanide bottles made in the approved way, 
potassium cyanide covered with sawdust and topped with several discs of 
white blottin i paper... A line of "Duco" cement run around the edges of the 


l blotting paper after it is in the bottle helps keep it in place. Then 


place plenty of crumoled tissue paver in the bottle. `(T use“a wide mouth 
4 oz. bottle), As soon as the beetles are quiét and certainly that same- 
evening. place the catch in vials, ibe use U dram WielS) wesOr ted according 
to sizes and fill with a solution made as follows: a ll ie: 


95% Ethyl Alcohol 280 cce. 
Distilled water 250 CC. 
oven , 25 Cei 
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Leave in the above solution over nite or longer depending on size, This 
cleans the beetles and also dissolves’ mach of the fat, besides the geni-’ 
talia re ae extrude with a little pressuré. After you pour off the solution, 
fill the vials witk 80%, ethyl alcohol. If ‘the vials are quite full of 
beetles it might be weľl to pour, the alcohol off and refill in a day or two. 
In this way beetles may be preserved until you are ready to mount them. To 
have the beetles lock nice after pinning it is not advisable to keep them 
in alcohol over. eight to ten years. Labels written on good quality paper 
should be placed inside of each vial, never paste labels on the outside of 
vials.. : : 


so eet on 


Now as, to mounting the above specimens. Those large enough to pin on 


& number 1 ‘pin, or larger, pin directly. Never use any pin smakler than a 


manner lL. If you are in doubt Sc Gepoant. Many ` nice specimens have meen 
spoiled by a pin. To make points, firsteue sure to use a good paper. i 
like a two-ply Bristol board. If vou use a punch. get two sizes, one with 
as fine a point as you can get and the other coarser. If you cut them with 


‘a razor blaée make strips 8-9 mm. wide and then'cut from each side making 
oWo point to fit the specimen. “Be sure and make the other end wide enough 


sọ that the point does not tear when the pin is pushed thru. If you use a 
woocen step block for adjusting Ege height of the pin, cover the top with a 
piece of "tin" cut from a tobacco can and make’ a small HOle 19 ptieamiddle. 


‘Bend the end of the point to conform to the contour of the beetle to-be 


mounted. If the mounted beetle does not stay upright ‘until dry, place the 
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pin and point head first in a block of yucca flower stem with the beetle on 
its back and leave a few minutes until dry. 


Many different compounds have been used for "glue", If you use the 
common tubes of fish glue, be sure and set a ae one every six months or 
year. Following is a formula of a glue that F. Nunenmacher gave me some 
years ago and it seems to improve with age. cove of my colleagues here 
swear by it. i 


White gum arabic 60 parts 
Sugar 30 parts 
“Carbolie Aead crystals . 2 parte 
95% Ethyl Alcohol & parts 


Dissolve the gum and sugar in as little water as possible, mix and strain 
thru fine muslin (you will have to use pressure), dissolve carbolic acid in 
alcohol and mix slowly with the above by stiring. I keep some of the glue 
a Canada Balsam bottle which makes it quickly available and handy. The 
main thing to watch with this glue is not to let Gt get too thick. ieee 
does, just daia little water once Gm agyvoile Bou Gain ml able te tele 
. when tne glue is getting too thick by the way it runs off the glass rod 
If the specimens have been preserved in alcohol, pour off the alcohol and 
refill with water at least a couple of hours before mounting on poimys 
Even if the specimens are left in water 24 hours it will not hurt them. When 
beetles have been mounted on points and the glue is dry it is well to take 
a pin and open the legs and straighten the antennae. If you want to relax 
or remount & specimen, place the whole mount, beetle, pin, and point inghot 
water and the give dissolves, ` 
~ Eenry Dietrich 
Cornell Universi. 


THE SIZE OF COLLECTIONS 
I suggest that reports on the size of various beetle collections are 
of interest. I report mine in terms of small size Schmitt insect boxes. 
Silphidae 36 boxes; Pacific Northwest 405 boxes: Worth America 253 boxes; 
exotic 126 boxes; unsorted 3 boxes; total’ 823 boxes. In addition, the 
University of Washington has about 120 boxes of the 0. B. Johnson collection 
left by the collector at his death in 1917. The two collections together 
probably contain 15,000 or more speciés. 
i —- M. H. Hatch 
University of Wasr. 


ON THE OCCURENCE OF VRILLETTA a FALL (ANOBIIDAE) E NEW YORK 


In April or May a trip to a very ancient and A since fallen bass- 
wood tree which is located in tne north side of a wind-swept drumlin here 
Central New York has always resulted in the capture of quite a few speci- 
mens of Vrilletta laurentina Fall. I find the beetles either alone or in 
coitu resting on the bark of the tree. I first came across this species 
in “Nay on 1942. In April. and.May of 1942 many more specimens were taken. 
During April 1046 after an absence of almost four years spent in the Army, 
I returned to the same tree and was not disapycinted when I found the 
species was still there in fairly large numbers, It would seem that this 
species lives on basswood, for there are several other species of trees in 
this tangle mess of tree ruins, but I have never found this beetle on any 
of the other kinds. Also I have searched basswood in the same vicinity gor 
this species, and = vas also all for naues ent. - N. M. Downie 


Elbridge, H.Y. 


